
We Have Issues 



National Recreation Trends

26%
New Participants in 2021

161 Million 
Participants in 2022

154 million in 2019

$454 Billion
or 1.9% of national GDP 2021

Sources: Outdoor Industry Association 2022 Participation Trends Report, U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis 



Decline in Gaming 
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2x the traffic when 

temps rise

The difference between a 65 degree day in 
Sacramento and a 100 degree day is a 
doubling of traffic over Echo Summit.

Climate Refuge



2020 U.S. Census Demographics for the Tahoe 
Region and Other Available Data

Ken Kasman
TRPA Research & Analysis Dept. Director

775-589-5253, kkasman@trpa.gov 

CEO Roundtable
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mailto:kkasman@trpa.gov


Total Lake Tahoe Region Population

 55,836
2020 Census 

Decennial Census: Population 1990 2000 2010 2020

Lake Tahoe Region 52,591 62,843 55,607 55,836

Change +10,252 -7,236 +229

% Change +19% -12% +0%

Regional Population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2020 Decennial Census, Tahoe Region



Population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2020 Decennial Census, Tahoe Region



Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2020 Decennial Census, Tahoe Region

Tahoe is Getting Older

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

1990 2000 2010 2020

Tahoe Region Population by Age Group

Under Age 30 Age 30-54 Age 55 and Over



Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey (ACS) 2017-2021 5-Year Data, Tahoe Region

Household Income is Rising
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Steady Increase Gaming Peak 
Gaming Decline /

Recession  
COVID 

Recovery / Rise of 
Outdoor 

Recreation

Regional 

Entry/Exit 

AADT

Sources: Nevada Department of Transportation, Traffic Records Information Access (TRINA), Caltrans Traffic Census Program 



Steady Increase Gaming Peak 
Gaming Decline /

Recession  
COVID 

Recovery / Rise of 
Outdoor 

Recreation

CSLT TOT

Rooms

Rented

Sources: City of South Lake Tahoe TOT Reports, https://www.cityofslt.us/588/TOT-Reports 



Steady Increase Gaming Peak 
Gaming Decline /

Recession  
COVID 

Recovery / Rise of 
Outdoor 

Recreation

Reno Tahoe 

Airport 

Passengers

Source: Tahoe Water Suppliers Association and South Tahoe Public Utility District, Annual Reports
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Zip Code Patterns, Tahoe Region
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Gaming Decline /

Recession  
COVID 

Recovery / Rise of 
Outdoor 
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Regional 

K-12 School

Enrollment

Sources:  http://nevadareportcard.nv.gov/di/main/demoprof and https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/ 
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Source: Tahoe Water Suppliers Association and South Tahoe Public Utility District, Annual Reports



• 12 Segments in the Tahoe Region

• Travel times vary between season

• Local impacts from weather 

 and construction

• Weekend vs. weekday travel patterns

• Most travel times are unchanged 

 over past 5 years

Travel Time



Congestion Monitoring

Sources: TRPA, RITIS probe data, Federal Highway Administration, INRIX 
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Possibly Why Tahoe Feels More Crowded 

• Increases in second home use

• Increases in day-use visitation

• People are recreating and staying at different places

– More people at previously “local’s spots” because of information availability  

– Short-term rentals in neighborhoods

• Changes in travel time and behavior

– Parking lots fill up earlier…so it feels like it is more popular

– Roadside parking

– Commute patterns



Vacant Homes
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2020 Decennial Census, Tahoe Region



Pattern change

+50%

-30%

Source: Nevada Department of Transportation, Traffic Records Information Access (TRINA) 



Recreation Visits: Sand Harbor

Sources: Nevada State Parks
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Sand Harbor Fall Weekend Trips

Source: ReplicaHQ Places, Origin-Destination Flows 
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Demographics Data: 

https://data-trpa.opendata.arcgis.com/pages/demographics

2020 Census Report: 

https://monitoring.laketahoeinfo.org/socioecon

Tahoe Roadway Congestion Report: 

https://monitoring.laketahoeinfo.org/MonitoringProgram/Detail/77

For More Information

https://data-trpa.opendata.arcgis.com/pages/demographics
https://monitoring.laketahoeinfo.org/socioecon
https://monitoring.laketahoeinfo.org/MonitoringProgram/Detail/77


Questions
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